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indicating the reasons for the decision. The German Government took
this step at a moment when the Bureau had just decided to submit to
the General Commission a definite programme. This programme, to
be completed within a limited period, provided for the realization
progressively, in accordance with resolutions of the Conference in which
Germany herself concurred, of reductions of armaments comparable
to those contemplated in the Draft Convention submitted to the
General Commission. This programme provided also, with corresponding
measures of security, for the realization of equality of rights, which the
German Government have always placed in the forefront of their
demands. I regret therefore that this grave decision should have been
taken by your Government for reasons which I am unable to accept
as valid.
Certain delegates expressed a desire to consult their Governments
as to the policy which they were to follow in the new circumstances,
and the General Commission adjourned until the 26th October. It
was arranged that the Bureau should hold its next meeting on the
25th October.
The interval of ten days was occupied by consultation between the
principal Powers on the course of action which should be pursued.
The Italian Government were strongly in favour of the abandonment
of any attempt to continue the discussions at Geneva, and the British
Government also came to the conclusion that it would be better to
adjourn the Conference in order to give Germany time to re-consider
her position. This opinion was also apparently shared by Mr. Norman
Davis, though he was not in favour of any long delay before the work
was resumed. The IVench Government, on the other hand, took the
view that Germany's withdrawal from the Conference was to be
interpreted as a refusal to submit to the investigation which would
have revealed the extent to which she had already rearmed; and they
held that the Disarmament Conference ought to continue its work
and endeavour to complete a convention, which could then be
presented to Germany for signature.1 The situation was complicated
by the budgetary difficulties of Monsieur Daladier's Government,
which led to their resignation after a defeat in the Chamber on the
24th October.2 In Germany, during these ten days, attention was
concentrated on the election campaign which opened on the 20th
October.3 On the following day, the formal notification of Germany's
1 Dr. Benes, the rapporteur of the General Commission, was also strongly
opposed to any suggestion for adjournment.
3 On the 27th October Monsieur Sarraut formed a Government, with Mon-
sieur Daladier as Minister for War and Monsieur Paul-Boncour as Foreign
Minister. This Government fell on the 23rd November, and the Chautemps
Government which succeeded it held office only until the 27th January, 1934.
3 The possibility of an understanding with Prance formed an important